THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

thence, to sojourn upon the earth, and afterwards
returned there.1 They also held the Serpent to
be a beneficent agent.3

The legend of St. George and the dragon, al-
though it assumed its present shape in Christian
times, was probably founded upon an older
story.

The Greeks worshipped the Sun and the Serpent
from a very early period of their history. Cecrops,
the first King of Athens, is said to have come from
Egypt, and to have been half man and half
serpent.3 He and his successors were deified.
Cadmus too, the Phoenician founder of Thebes,
and his wife Harmonia are said to have been
transformed into serpents.4

Cadmus, on his arrival in Greece, found serpent
tribes already in possession of the country, or
at all events of part of it,

Several writers mention that, on arriving in
Boeotia, the Phoenician chief, in obedience to
an oracle, resolved to found a city. On searching
for water, he found a spring, which was guarded
tfy a great serpent, who killed all those who came
near, Cadmus, however, killed the serpent, and
built the city of Thebes.5

1 Moshoim, Inst. Ecclcs. Hist., v. 109.
a Neander, ii, 183 J Robertson, Hist. Ch. Ch., vii. 193,
3 Bryant ii. 210,              * Strabo, Geog., I. ii. 39.

15 Lenormant, " L^gcnde de Cadmus," 5.
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